Queensland Government

Cabinet – April 2015
Setting Australia’s post-2020 greenhouse gas emissions reduction target – Queensland position
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
Minister for Min Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy and Water Supply

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]In February 2015, the Australian Government invited states and territories to input to its Taskforce on Australia’s post-2020 emissions reduction target. Australia’s commitment is to announce a post-2020 emissions reduction target as part of its Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) by mid-2015.
2. The Queensland Government position to the Australian Government post-2020 greenhouse gas emissions target is that: 
· Queensland is willing to play its part in reducing Australia’s total greenhouse gas emissions building on the significant contributions Queensland has previously made under its pre-2013 vegetation management framework. 
· Wetlands, mangroves, and other similar land types be included in the national inventory accounting. 
· Queensland is willing to support and contribute to a strong global adaptation goal recognising that adaptation planning and responses require local, regional, state and national action with differing responsibilities and accountabilities. 
· Technology transfer and deployment mechanisms that focus on building green economy jobs and capability are needed.
3. Queensland has a leadership role to play in ensuring that its internationally recognised natural assets like the Great Barrier Reef, Wet Tropics and Fraser Island World Heritage listed areas will be here for generations to come to enjoy and benefit from. As the custodians of the Great Barrier Reef, Queenslanders have a particular interest in mitigating climate change. 
4. The Queensland Government is already undertaking a range of measures that contribute to limiting greenhouse gas emissions such as agricultural research, facilitation and outreach programs to improve agricultural productivity and lower environmental impacts including emission reduction outcomes through improved fertiliser use, soil management, and livestock management.
5. The Queensland Government encourages the Australian Government to set a strong and ambitious post-2020 greenhouse gas emissions reduction target.
6. Cabinet approved the Queensland policy position for the Australian Government to consider in setting a post-2020 greenhouse gas emissions target.
7. Attachments
· Nil.
